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Forthcoming Events   
Unless otherwise stated all Talks are held at the 
Town Hall Annex; doors open at 7.00pm, 
Refreshments served at 7.15 and the talk will 
start at 7.30pm 
 
Wednesday 21st October - change in 
speaker.  Dorothy Treasure of the Wiltshire 
Building Record will come in place of Rhys 
Hughes. She will talk some of the properties 
researched/surveyed by the Wiltshire 
Building Record including no 46 High Street. 
 
Tuesday 17th November – Museum cleaning 
at 10.00am.   Not a lot of support from 
members this year; if you want a clean 
museum I suggest you come along and help. 
 
Wednesday 18th November – Martin Way 
Glimmer in the Dark; This talk is a 
celebration of art and craftsmanship in 
Anglo-Saxon England set against a back 
drop of everyday life.   This and a talk 
arranged with Martin in April 2016 forms a 
Dark Ages talk covering the Vikings in the 2nd 
talk.  
 
Quiz night; due to a double booking in the 
town hall, we have moved this event to the 
11th March 2016. 
 
Saturday 5th December.  The museum closes 
for maintenance until Saturday 9th January 
2016.  
 
Wednesday 20th January   Peter Donavan 
talks about The Air Ambulance in WW1. 
 
 
Archive Audit 
 
The Archive Audit takes place at 10am until 12 
on the first Tuesday of every month. If you are 
interested in getting hands on with the archive, 
please do come and join us:  Any member can 
join this team, training will be given or you can 
just call in and see what we are doing  
 
 
 

Museum Refurbishment 
 
I am delighted to confirm that the refurbishment 
of the museum is now complete.  We still have a 
plan to repaint the toilet and also to try to 
address the perennial problem of damp in the 
porch.  We believe we may have come up with a 
solution to this problem which we hope to be 
able to move on in the near future.  
 
Museum Exhibitions/Artefacts 
 
Our archive is ever expanding; in recent months 
we have received parts of  the archive of the 
Cricklade Royal British Legion, the Welcome 
Club and papers from the United Church and St 
Sampsons’. 
 
Over the summer we helped to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the Women’s Institute with a 
display of papers and items relating to the WI.  
The crafts and embroideries undertaken at the 
WI’s Denman College were greatly admired.  
 
A new WW1 – 1915 - display is now in place 
and we still have more to come on this event 
over the next few years. 
 
We now have, where the Women’s Institute 
display was; a greatly enhanced display of 
fossils, sub fossils and minerals. It is lovely to 
have these items all together in one cabinet and 
to have more items out of the store.  We are in 
the process of having a table made on which the 
Mammoths teeth will be displayed next to this 
cabinet.  
 
We have two new cabinets on order, these are 
to go into the Vestry and all the Cricklade 
Pottery will be moved together into these 
cabinets along with household items from the 
archive.   The cabinets are due for delivery later 
this year.  
 
We plan to extend the glove making display in 
the Town Council offices and put the Sidney 
Hewer pictures and the Cricklade Pottery 
currently on display there, back into the 
Museum.  
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Cricklade Gasworks 

The key to the start of the gas industry was in 

1792 when William Murdoch (1754-1839) lit his 

house at Redruth, Cornwall, with gas produced 

from heating coal. In 1796 Murdoch returned to 

the Soho Foundry at Birmingham to develop gas 

lighting commercially, and the first commercial 

plants were installed in 1805. Over the next few 

years Murdoch and his assistant, Samuel Clegg 

(1781-1861) installed individual gas plants at 

industrial and commercial premises. Frederick 

Winsor (1763-1830) was the key player behind 

the creation of the first gas utility, the London 

based Gas Light and Coke Company, 

incorporated by royal charter in April 1812 to 

become and the first gas company in the world to 

commence operations. 

In 1840, £37.1s. was raised by public 
subscription for gas street lighting in Cricklade, 
and in 1843 the feoffees of the Wayland Estates 
accepted a tender to erect street lamps. By 1859 
a gas company had been established in the 
town. The gasworks were built on the south side 
of the present Gas Lane – renamed after the 
gasworks – opposite Hall Close field (now North 
Wall).  
 
All Cricklade’s streets were lit by gas well into 
the twentieth century, and Stan Woolford is 
remembered as the town’s lamplighter in the 
1930s and 40s. In the 1920s, Cricklade’s  Dr. 
Lewarne advocated a walk for children down to 
the gasworks to inhale the fumes as a cure for 
whooping cough, catarrh, or for any persistent 
cough! The gasworks, however, provided more 
than just gas to the townspeople during those 
austere times since creosote and tar were also 
useful by-products, and a barrel full of coke 

could be purchased from the gasworks for 
sixpence. The tar, used for road repairs or for 
private use, was contained in a large brick-built 
receptacle below ground. Between the wars a 
Mr Cookson was the gasworks manager living in 
a purpose-built house on the site with his family. 
 
After the war, Mr Stanley Knight of Swindon, 
with his wife Florence and five young daughters, 
arrived in Cricklade to manage the Cricklade 
gasworks. Born in 1909, Stanley had been 
apprenticed to the Old Swindon Gas Company 
at the age of fourteen. He married in 1928 and 
remained in Swindon working in the gas industry 
until his move to Cricklade in 1946. 
 
A description of the Cricklade gasworks at this 
time is given by Stanley’s daughter, Millie, who 
at thirteen was thrilled with the big yards to play 
in at the gasworks site. There were only three 
cottages in Gas Lane then, plus Harry Giles’ 
workshop, the stables that Mokey Gee ran, and 
a single bungalow opposite the plant. At the 
gasworks itself, the retort house was where the 
coal was kept and the furnace for heating it, and 
the boiler house beside it was for cooling the 
gas before it went into the holder. The Knight 
family lived in Gas House built at the end of a 
long garden which ran behind a high fence on 
the south side of Gas Lane all the way from the 
holder to the west corner of the lane. In those 
days the house had gas mantles mounted on all 
the walls for lighting, gas fires for heating and 
cooking, and no electricity. The house is bigger 
now, but at that time there was a lounge, 
kitchen, front room, three bedrooms, and an 
office where Florence manned the switchboard, 
dealing with calls about gas leaks and jammed 
meters. Stanley not only supplied Purton and 
Cricklade with gas by managing both gas 
holders, but also went around the area doing 
repairs with the help of two local men, Viv Wilks 
and Goff Brooks. One of his hardest duties in 
the winter was to keep the holder from freezing 
by chipping off all the ice by hand, working all 
night if necessary. The gas in the holder had to 
be kept at a certain pressure and temperature to 
operate properly so if he’d let it freeze there 
would be no gas supply for anyone. This was 
especially hard during two really cold winters in 
1947 and 1962. In 1948 the Gas Industry was 
nationalised and reorganised into twelve area 
boards, and by the 1950s local gas was 
produced at Swindon by the South Western Gas 
Board, with Cricklade, Purton and Wootton 
Bassett used as distribution and holder stations. 
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A tin works operated on the site of the gasworks 
in the 1970s when the plant became redundant 
with the introduction of natural gas, and the 
holder was eventually dismantled. 
 
Stanley Knight was a clever and energetic man, 
who loved his rose garden and built two 
caravans and a boat in the Gas House garden 
for the family’s use. He retired aged 63 in 1972 
and died seven years later. 
 

                                          
Stanley Knight                                          
 
Above, right: Millie and Florence in the Gas 
House garden beside the holder. 
 
Below:  Cricklade Gasworks c1860, and as the 
Knights knew the building in 1946. 
 

 
From research by Marion Parsons for Cricklade 
Revealed books. 
 
 
Pam Debenham 
27th May 2015 
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